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NEWSLTR
WINTER FESTIVAL
Friday, Dec 18th.
Start making your 
lanterns. 

CRAFT CORNER
New craft group 
created for parents 
and students.

WINTER BREAK
Dec 22nd.  
Check half day times 
at the back of this 
newsletter.
Return Jan 6th.

CALENDARS
School calendars 
to be distributed in 
school before the 
winter break

Outdoor Learning
Learning all about nature and the physical geography around us.

NATIONAL SCHOOL

Ballinteer
Educate Together

Jam packed 
over 100 photos
don’t miss this 

November edition
newsletter!

Where’s Wally?
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The Craft Corner

Christmas OrnamentsNina: 087 996 2055ninamall310@gmail.com

Lighted Decorations
Saoirse: Student
WhatsApp: 083 070 0932

Scrunchies

Geraldine

Geraldinebonny@hotmail.com

Facemasks for glass wearers €5
Nina: 087 996 2055
ninamall310@gmail.com

Lighted DecorationsSaoirse: Student WhatsApp: 083 070 0932

Online Personlised Christmas Cards

089 221 9651

Art
Megha Goyal: 0894732133meghagoyal.01@gmail.com

Personalized Books
Caroline: caroline.e.byrne@gmail.com

connectiontotimeandplace.com

Line Art
Malvika
doryndiary@gmail.com

Custom Cakes
Rihanna
facebook.com/rosecake.cake

Acrylic Pouring Art

Rayansh: Student

doryndiary@gmail.com

JewelleryLeona: facebook.com/goldan-

dgreendecor/

Fairy in a jar

Malvika
doryndiary@gmail.com

The Crafters group is a new group set up to allow parents and 
students to come together and share their skills and sell their 
designs with a donation of their sales going back to support the 
school. For now, the group is only on WhatsApps but when we are 
allowed return to the school we plan to have art evenings where 

we can come together and work on our crafts. 
Fingers crossed we can get the Kiln up 
and running soon. Pottery sessions would 
be fun! 

https://www.facebook.com/mediaset?vanity=BallinteerETNS&set=a.3726166694071052

Facemasks (adjustable) €5
GeraldineGeraldinebonny@hotmail.com
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01 Junior Infants Lucy
  Junior Infants were super scientists this month, having 

lots of fun doing experiments.

02 Junior Infants Yvonne
  Junior Infants have been working very hard on devel-

oping their fine motor skills. We have started writing 
our own names. We can even make them using play-
dough!

03 Senior Infants and 1st Class
  We would like to extend a  massive thank you to author 

and illustrator extraordinaire Alan Nolan who kindly 
joined the Senior Infants and First Class in November 
on zoom to have an interactive workshop. He made us 
laugh so much and gave us so many tips for drawing. 
We can’t wait to read his books in class because they 
are so funny and enjoyable. We can’t wait to read his 
book that is dedicated to his nephew in Senior Infants. 

04 2nd Class
  Second Class used pasta, marshmallows and tape 

to  design and build the highest tower possible in 
November. Then we reflected on our designs. We 
learned that using triangles in your design adds 
strength. We looked at Pointillism for our Art lessons 
and the work of French artist Geoorges Seraut.  
In maths we were practising symmetry by  
drawing mosques.

05 4th Class
  The fourth classes were learning about Diwali this 

November and made lovely lanterns to celebrate! 

06 5th Class Muireann
  Muireann and Graham’s class have been learning about 

Human Rights Activists such as Malala and Gandhi. 

07 6th Class Rebecca
  This month Rebecca’s 6th Class embarked on a journey 

of education about ocean pollution and preservation. We 

launched our journey by doing a live Zoom session with 

Padraic Creedon, the Outreach Officer from the Galway 

Atlantaquaria - National Aquarium of Ireland. We discussed 

the topics of pollution in our oceans, ocean energy and ways 

we could help to preserve and protect marine life and the 

sea. We then set about engaging in Marine Pollution Projects. 

In Art we explored the use of fabric and fibre with recycled 

materials to develop awareness poster boards.

CLASS NEWS SCHOOL NEWS
06 Write a Book
  We are delighted that the Write-A-Book competition is 

going ahead this year. All classes from Second to Sixth 
will be taking part! 

07 Student Council
  The Student Council are organising an online Talent 

Show for the end of Term. Each class will have their 
own virtual talent show. The children can record their 
talents at home and upload them for their class to 
watch. This will be a voluntary fundraising effort. More 
information to follow! 

08 Imagine Dundrum
  Imagine Dundrum are delighted that Ballinteer Educate 

Together National School is interested in being part of 
their Christmas Art Project.  Photographs of some of 
the children’s artwork will be printed onto a banner 
that will be displayed on the plaza outside Dundrum 
library in the run up to Christmas. This is part of 
Imagine Dundrum’s  ‘Brighter Dundrum for Christmas’ 
project where they will be lighting up parts of Main 
Street with festive decorations.

09 Problem of the Month
  Every month all the classes focus on some Maths 

problems to develop problem solving skills. Junior 
Infants investigated our school’s maths problem of the 
month, The Animals’ Sports Day. The children drew 
pictures of their solutions and Lucy helped by writing 
their ideas. Sixth Class were working on the Senior 
Problem of the Month, Sealed Solution. Rebecca’s class 
worked systematically to discover the secret numbers 
hidden in each envelope.

PTA NEWS
10 School Calendar 
  During the month of November people passing by the 

school could have mistaken the school as a farmers 
market as they could hear shouts of “sausages,” “sushi,  
and “cheese” from over the wall. The students braved 
the cold weather and high winds blowing across 
the lawn as the PTA volunteers encouraged them 
to show their beautiful smiles for this year’s school 
calendar. Thank you to our valiant volunteers, Vinny 
our photographer, Amanda, Jasmina, Stella, Nina, Kate, 

Isabel and Elaine, for braving the elements over two 
days shouting out exclamations of encouragement to 
our students all while wishing they had worn a few 
more layers of clothing.

11 Winter Solstice Festival 
  The winter solstice arrives just before the 

schools winter break. We are an inclusive school 
acknowledging all faiths but celebrating none. But here 
at the darkest point of the year lies an opportunity for 
our school children to gather as our ancestors did and 
celebrate a natural phenomena in their own unique 
way. It is an opportunity for children to understand the 
special relationship between the earth and the sun. 
Why darkness is all around at this time of year and an 
opportunity to welcome back the light. By creating our 
own spiral on the school grounds, we are reminded of 
the wisdom of our ancestors and their understanding 
of our connection to the earth and the cosmos. The 
children get to walk this spiral. They follow the spiral 
into its centre, the darkest point of the year, and on 
their return journey out, they place a lantern/light, 
in this way celebrating the suns return. This year the 
lanterns will be made at home. To make the lantern 
we will all use a glass jam jar. This jar should be wide 
enough to fit a tea light. Our Winter Solstice Fesitval 
will be held on Friday, December 18th. The installation 
will stay in place until the winter break at which time 
the students can take their lanterns home.

12 Craft Corner 
  The parents of our school and students are a wickedly 

talented bunch, and we thought it might be nice to 
showcase their creations. ou can browse and buy their 
masterpieces on the school Facebook page, and if you 
buy anything a portion will be donated to the school. If 
you’d like to sell your own goods, send a message to 
ptaballinteeretns@gmail.com

13 PTA Meetings 
  The PTA meet the second Monday of every month and 

every parent is welcome to join. For now, the meetings 
take place over zoom. We look forward to seeing you on 
the call.

14 Teachers Wishlist 
  Thanks to the huge support from parents for the 

fundraising efforts of the PTA the teachers have been 
able to purchase supplies for their classes.  Photos of 
the following items will be displayed in next month’s 
newsletter.

 Collins Big Cat Progress Set 2: 3rd to 6th Class
 Lumens Visualiser: Multiple Classes
 Copper Band Books: 3rd Class
 Topaz Big Cat Books: 3rd Class
 Ruby Big Cat Books: 4th Class
 Sapphaire Big Cat Books: 5th Class
  TRUGS at School: Teaching reading using games, 

particularly useful for senior pupils who struggle with 
reading. Also suitable for vocabulary development and 
social skills.

  Microphone: For 2nd class Zoom calls with guests so 
that children can speak easily to guest speakers online.

  Visualiser/Document Reader: 2nd class

DATES
Monday, October 26th - 30th
 Mid-term break 

Wednesday, December 23rd
 Winter Break.

Wednesday, January 6th
 First day back after winter break

Monday, February 15th-19th
  Mid-term break

Wednesday, March 17th
 School Closed. St. Patricks Day

Beautiful lantern 
made by Rose from 
Aongus 2nd Class



    BOOK     BOOK 
      CHARACTER       CHARACTER 
        DRESS-UP            DRESS-UP    
     DAY     DAY

Where’s Wally? My goodness, but this 
may have been the greatest 

assemblage of super stars, 
super heroes and even super villains 
we’ve ever been witness to for our 
Book Day. Did anyone ever find  
Wally though? 
 
(Editor’s note to Orlaith - can every 
day be Book Dress-Up Day???)



WOW



 I think 
   I found 
Wally!



Super 
Creative



Scary 
Good



We’reImpressed







11.35 am
 Emma (6th Class) 
 Anna (Senior Infants)
  
11.40 am
 Rebecca (6th Class) 
 Ciara D (3rd Class)
  
11.45 am
 Anne-Marie (2nd Class) 
 Claire (1st Class)
 Kevin (3rd Class)
 
11.50 am
 Nathalie (1st Class)
 Ciara O’B (Senior Infants)
 Aongus (2nd Class)

11.55 am
 Ciara B (4th Class)
 Yvonne (Junior Infants)
 Graham (5th Class)

12.00 pm
 Maeve (4th Class)
 Lucy (Junior Infants)
 Muireann (5th Class)

Come get your kiddos early on Tuesday, Dec 22nd.
Have a wonderful Winter Break


