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SCHOOL NEWS SCHOOL EVENTS DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

BOOK FAIR
Our virtual book fair 
is open until October 
26th. 

STUDENT COUNCIL
Two students from 
each class (one girl 
and one boy) have been 
elected by their peers. 
Congratulations to our 
successful candidates.

MID-TERM
October 22nd -26th.

TABLE QUIZ
Virtual Table quiz 
coming in November.

NEWSLTR

Outdoor Learning
Learning all about nature and the physical geography around us.

NATIONAL SCHOOL

Ballinteer
Educate Together
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01 Senior Infants
  Senior Infants have just started Aistear and are 

having great fun. Our theme for this month’s Aistear 
is ‘House and Homes’ and we have learned all 
about different types of homes and how they are 
built. We have a junk art station, a creative station, 
a construction station, a small word station and an 
estate agent role play area. Look at us in action.

02 1st Class - Natalie
  In Nathalie’s First Class we have been learning 

all about trees, leaves, animals and birds in Irish 
habitats. Here is some of our art work - Autumn 
Leaves and Hedgehogs.

03  2nd Class Anne-Marie
  Anne-Marie’s Second class have had a great start 

to the school year! They are enthusiastic authors 
and illustrators and showed their skills as Comic 
Strip artists.  We really enjoyed drafting, editing and 
sharing our work with the class! We have listened 
to stories of the Irish Legend Oisín in Tir na nÓg 
and have created art work using oil pastels. We are 
looking forward to learning about more myths and 
legends throughout the year!

04  2nd Class Aongus 

  Aongus’ 2nd Class had a busy September and October 
which included a Zoom call with Margaret from the 
DSPCA and doing an Autumn-themed scavenger 
hunt in the local park. A total of 13 brave candidates 
put themselves forward for election to the Student 
Council and everyone was very proud of all of 
them for preparing and confidently delivering their 
speeches. During some free choice time on Fridays 
the children are excitedly using construction materials 
such as Mecanno and enjoying learning how to play 
chess with each other. 

05 5th Class
  Muireann and Graham’s Fifth Class have been 

working hard in September and October. We have 
been learning all about nature and the physical 
geography around us. We gathered different natural 
elements to create an Art picture using double sided 
sticky tape. We went on a tree identification walk in 
September and looked for different native and non 
native trees in our environment. In Science, we looked 
at bridges and the construction of bridges and tried 

CLASS NEWS to make a bridge between our books that would hold a 
dictionary! Muireann’s class made salt dough maps of 
Ireland when studying the mountain ranges, rivers and 
lakes of Ireland. 

06 6th Class
  In Rebecca’s 6th Class we have been learning all about 

the Aztecs. We did projects on The  Aztecs and in Art 
we designed and created our own original print blocks. 
First we chose an Aztec symbol, we drew this A4 size 
and using viewfinders we selected certain areas to be 
recreated as our print. We then copied this section onto 
a card and used twine to emboss the design. We then 
used paint to print with our self made print blocks.  

SCHOOL NEWS
07 Student Council Elections Held
  All classes from First to Sixth took part in student 

council elections over the past few weeks. Many 
children put themselves forward, wrote speeches, 
designed posters and presented themselves as 
candidates to their classes. Well done to all of those 
who put themselves forward for this opportunity and 
a big well done to everyone for getting involved. The 
student council teacher representatives , Muireann, 
Lucy and Anna, would like to congratulate everyone 
who was elected to the council this year. We held one 
socially distanced meeting so far, and discussed our 
ideas for the upcoming school year. We continue to 
be so impressed at the excellent, well thought out, 
considerate and interesting ideas our council come up 
with so far.

08 Staff Changes
  We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 

Orlaith Curran on her new role as principal of Ballinteer 
ETNS. We also would like to extend our whole hearted 
thanks to Orla McCarthy who has been acting principal 
in Marie’s absence for the past two years. These two 
have been the driving force in our school’s reopening 
in these unprecedented times. And finally, we want 
to wish Marie Gordon all the best in her well earned 
retirement! 

09 Book Week
  We are so glad to still be able to celebrate Book Week 

this year, and have been enjoying browsing books 
online. We have celebrated in school by having DEAR 
time, writing a story from the whole school (each class 
adds a line or two), encouraging the children to read in 

unusual places, book character dress up day, a where’s 
wally hunt in the school to name but a few. Thanks to 
all involved which allowed the children some form of 
normality for Book Week this year. 

10 Class Meetings
  Class meetings could not be held in person this year, 

and so, have been held in the form of a webinar over 
the past few weeks. These meetings are a chance to see 
what learning is happening in your child’s classroom.

11  Thank you to all the parents, 
minders, caregivers

  We would like to thank all of you at home for helping 
us to keep the children as safe and happy in school 
as we can. Thanks to you all for your flexibility 
in the staggered start and end to the day and for 
remaining masked in the school. This support is 
greatly appreciated by all the staff in the school in this 
challenging time.

12 Pick-up, Leave, Play
  “You don’t have to go home but you can’t stay here.”  

  Ah, those bellowing words you heard from a bouncer at 

a fabulous new trendy venue in the city (any city) . You 

managed to have so much fun you were still there at closing. 

Picking up your kiddos from school is not exactly as exciting 

as a night out on the town however you don’t have to go 

home but you can’t stay and play on the grounds. The school 

car park is particularly busy this year. We are sharing our 

premises with Goatstown Stillorgan ETSS. The management 

of both schools kindly asks that you do not remain on the 

school grounds once you have collected your child. This is 

for the safety of all children in the school. It is too dangerous 

to have children playing around the car park, when there 

are staff cars reversing out of spaces and driving out of the 

grounds. If you need to wait to collect another child at a later 

time, we ask that you please wait outside the grounds of the 

school. There is a lovely green area around the corner in 

Finsbury Park, which would be an ideal area to wait, if need 

be. Thank you very much for your continued cooperation. 

Cheers!

PTA NEWS
13 School Calendar 
  The PTA is working hard selling ads for this year’s 

calendar, which remains the biggest fundraising event 
for the school. Understandably, it’s proving more 
difficult than usual as many of our regular supporters 

are struggling with Covid-19 pressures.
  If you think you could help with sales, or your company 

might be interested in sponsoring an ad in the calendar, 
please email PTABallinteerETNS@gmail.com

 Calendars will go on sale before the winter break

14 Student Headshots 
  This years student photos will be taken in November 

outside on the school grounds. The photos of the 
students will be used in the school calendar as group 
class photos cannot be taken due to covid-19 protocols. 
Students headshots will be available for purchase later 
in the school year.

15 Winter Solstice Festival 
  This years Winter Solstice Festival will be similar to 

last years festival but we are hoping that parents can 
help their children make the candles. We can’t send 
supplies into the school for candles to be made in the 
classroom but we don’t want the children to miss out on 
their beautiful winter festival creation. We will send out 
a demo on how to make the candle but you will need the 
following: glass jar (jam, coffee etc.), battery operated 
tea lights, tissue paper to decorate the jar. More details 
will follow.

16 Virtual Table Quiz 
  Our table quiz events have proven to be a fabulous fun 

social night out for all who attend. This year we are 
going to keep that fun spirit going and hold a virtual 
table quiz in November. More details to follow.

DATES
Monday, October 26th - 30th
 Mid-term break 

Wednesday, December 23rd
 Winter Break. - half day school closes at noon

Wednesday, January 6th
 First day back after winter break.

Monday, February 15th-19th
  Mid-term break

Wednesday, March 17th
 School Closed. St. Patricks Day.

mailto:PTABallinteerETNS%40gmail.com%20?subject=


2020Virtual Book Fair

  Last day to order books 
 online from the book fair is 
  Monday 26th October

NATIONAL SCHOOL

Ballinteer
Educate Together

Free Delivery
20% donated to the school on all books purchased.

Order Now

https://schools.scholastic.ie/ballinteer-educate-together-ns/digital-book-club

